
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF STOKE ST. MARY PARISH COUNCIL held on 17th 
JANUARY 2008 in the Village Hall at 7.30p.m. 
 
 
PRESENT.    Mrs S. Kilbey, in the Chair, Mr. S. Burgess, Mr. V. Freir,  
                      Mr. M. Newport, Mr. D. Parsons & Mr. R. Pearse. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE    Mrs. M. Pearse, clerk,  Mr. J. Williams, TDB Councillor, Mr. D. 
Greig,  Parish Liaison Officer and 10 members of the parish. 
 
APOLOGIES were received from Mr. D. Fothergill and SC Councillor  Mr. A Clark 
 
The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming Mr. David Greig, who explained some of 
the finer points of the Code of Conduct that was introduced in 2002 and since modified. 
Although the Register of Members Interests was thought to be a “snoopers paradise”, to date 
only one person has been investigated. He drew members attention to the Orange Book given 
to all councillors, now written in readable English, specifically to page 16 – personal interest 
– this should be declared and the councillor can remain if necessary, prejudicial interest – this 
means that the councillor takes no further part in the meeting and leaves the room, he 
continued – if in doubt err on the side of caution. If the register of interest need to be altered, 
this must be done within 28days to TDBC, he advised that the register should be checked 
annually.      
 
2008/1 THE MINUTES 
  
These having been circulated were taken as read and signed as correct by the chairman. 
Proposed by Mr. D. Parsons                     seconded by Mr S. Burgess 
 
2008/2 MATTERS ARISING 
 
1. Play Area, The chairman and Mr. D. Parsons had inspected the equipment and found a few 
minor repairs to be necessary and would be attended to. A new seat for the swing was needed 
and the concrete bases under the springy toys needed protection. 
2. The hedge at Haydon needed cutting back, the clerk agreed to look into the matter and 
obtain a quote for the job. 
3 Highways had quoted approx £150.00 for a sign at Haydon, clerk asked to obtain a proper 
quote. 
  
2008/3 CORRESPONDENCE 
 
1. Communities & Local Government – consultation on orders & regulations relating to the  
   Conduct of Local Authority members in England.  No comments from Chairman 
2. Ruishton & Thornfalcon PC  -re Park & Ride at Cambria Farm – expressing their views,  
   Deliberate lack of consultation, ignoring locals’view, wrong place. 
3. SCC – Waste Development Framework – acknowledged response no R100 
4. Somerset Waste Partnership – Holiday collection dates – posted on notice boards. 
5 Somerset Chamber Choir – concert, notice posted on board. 
6. Shaws – parish council stationary info 
7. Age Concern – details on notice board. 
8 SCC – Civil contingencies Unit – Flood Fair – 21.02.08 – Chairman volunteered as already 
in Yeovil that day. 
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2008/4  PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 
37 2007 011, 37 2007 011LB            Stoke  Court  - demolish lean–to at rear and  build  a single 
                         storey extension.  
 
2008/5 PLANNING DECISION   -  none 
 
2008/6  HIGHWAYS  
 
1. The old white lines along the new road layout removed. 
2. Highways (Mr. I. Titcombe & Mr. V Freir) had visited the bend in Haydon to see what 
traffic calming measures were suitable as the property alongside is being damaged by the 
constant traffic. Hatch Lines along the boundary wall were suggested to keep the cars further 
away from the property. Mr. Titcombe also referred the matter to a colleague for further help. 
3. A sign showing Watery Lane was awaiting the landowner’s permission before it could be 
erected. 
 
2008/7 FINANCE 
 
Cash at the bank £2108.69            Receipts C & E VAT refunded £ 458.68 
Accounts to pay     Parsons    £22.60 
                        Village Hall      10.00 
Proposer & seconder  overlooked 
 
Because a meeting to seek a parish poll on the EU Treaty was to be held on Monday 21st 
January after the deadline for receipt of the precept form, £1000.00 was added as previously 
discussed and the form was completed by the clerk & Chairman for £3715.00 
 
2008/8 OTHE VILLAGE MATTERS 
 

1. Parish Plan report – to be sent out with the village newsletter. 
2. Parish Plan – design statement – early days, Mr. Westlake been in hospital, now in 

recovery. 
3. Parish Poll- not for PC discussion. – advised to attend and air opinion 
4. Councillor J. Williams reported that a vast number of new homes were to be built, 

11000 by 2026, and was concerned about the lack of infrastructure. He also reported 
that the A358 decision was on hold pending yet further discussion. 

 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
The Parish Poll was raised but the advice was – attend the meeting on Monday NOT PC 
matter. 
There had been some very noisy fireworks on New Years Eve, it is hoped that the guilty 
parties will buy quieter one next year. 
The 30mph sign by East Stoke Farm has collapsed, Mr. V. Freir offered to report the matter. 
 
The next meeting was arranged for Thursday March20th 
 
There being no further business the chairman closed the meeting at 8.26p.m. 
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